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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN JOBS BILL 2017 
400. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
Before I ask my question, I would like to knowledge in the public gallery the year 11 students of politics and law 
from St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School in the member for Scarborough’s electorate. 
Yesterday, in the Premier’s second reading speech for the Western Australian Jobs Bill, the Premier claimed that 
the bill was designed to support local industry and local jobs, implying that “local” means Western Australia. Is it 
not true that “local industry” as defined in the bill includes all people and firms from all Australian states and 
territories, as well as New Zealand, and does not give any priority to Western Australian people or firms as the 
Premier claimed? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am pleased the opposition leader is doing some research and researching the bill that we brought forward 
yesterday. The bill’s intent is to ensure that local businesses will receive preference. People opposite might know 
that there are companies established in Western Australia that are arms, if you like, of multinational businesses. 
But the aim is to ensure that those — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition did not know that? He is shaking his head. He did not know 
that. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition did not know that there are multinational businesses in 
Western Australia. It is a mystery to the opposition that there are businesses established in Western Australia that 
might be headquartered elsewhere. Perhaps I can inform the Leader of the Opposition of that. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! We have only half an hour today. Let us get on with it. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The intention is to ensure that those businesses that employ Western Australians receive 
enhanced opportunities to ensure that Western Australians are employed. This was one of the initiatives we took 
to the state election — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! I can sit here and call you to order all day. I want question time to get on. I am 
sure members want to ask some questions. So just sit there and listen to the answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This was one of the initiatives we took to the election to ensure that more 
Western Australians receive employment out of contracts issued by the state of Western Australia, and we intend 
to deliver on it. My question to the opposition is: are you going to vote for it? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, it is just a wall of noise. I cannot hear what the Premier is saying. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: During the course of this week, we have introduced two significant pieces of legislation—
dangerous sex offender laws, and the Western Australian Jobs Bill. We hear nothing from the opposition about 
whether they are going to vote for those bills. Indeed, the history of the Liberal Party in this state has been that in 
the lower house, they might vote one way, but the Leader of the Opposition has absolutely no control over what 
happens in the other house of Western Australia. 
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